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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  East  Gloucestershire 
United  Districts  for  the  year  1955. 


The  population  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s 
mid-year  estimate  has  decreased,  being  44,530,  compared 
with  46,030  last  year.  A small  increase  was,  however,  shown 
in  Cirencester  Urban  and  Tetbury  Rural  Districts.  The 
major  decrease  was  in  Cirencester  Rural  District  and  is 
mainly  accounted  for  by  movement  of  Service  personnel  and 
some  rehousing  of  Polish  families  in  outside  areas. 


The  birthrate  per  1000  of  the  population  has  increased 
in  Cirencester  Rural  and  Tetbury  Rural  districts  but  has 
decreased  slightly  in  Cirencester  Urban  and  more  noticeably 
in  Northleach  Rural  district.  The  birthrate  per  1000  of  the 
total  population  was  16.19  whereas  the  corresponding  rate 
for  England  & Wales  was  15.0. 


There  were  721  live  births  compared  with  748  in  1954, 
the  appropriate  stillbirth  figures  being  15  and  13  respectively. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  was  23.57 
compared  with  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  & Wales 
which  was  24.9.  No  women  died  in,  or  in  consequence  of 
childbirth. 


The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  4.9  which  is 
the  same  as  the  previous  year. 


The  total  registered  deaths,  485,  compared  with  466  for 
1954.  The  deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  heart  disease  were 
136,  malignant  disease  92  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  82. 
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There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  notifications  of 
infectious  disease  which  were  1217  compared  with  428  for  the 
previous  year.  As  in  previous  years  measles  and  whooping 
cough  made  up  a high  proportion  of  the  total  and  largely 
account  for  the  increase  in  notifications.  In  the  year  under 
review  826  measles  and  220  whooping  cough  cases  were 
notified.  One  death  was  attributable  to  whooping  cough  and 
one  to  measles.  Two  notifications  of  Poliomyelitis  were 
received. 

There  were  31  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  of  which 
26  were  pulmonary  and  during  the  year  there  were  7 deaths. 
These  numbers  were  much  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
The  hard  core  of  the  tuberculosis  problem  will  take  time  to 
irradicate  but  Mass  Radiography  has  provided  the  means  of 
early  diagnosis,  which  is  so  important,  and  the  Public  should 
take  every  advantage  of  these  facilities  when  they  are  avail- 
able. 


During  the  year  there  were  3 outbreaks  of  Food 
Poisoning.  In  the  major  outbreak  the  food  involved  was 
cream  cakes  & pastries  containing  artificial  cream.  This 
food  had  a wide  distribution  and  cases  occurred  over  some 
days  in  three  areas.  The  other  outbreaks  were  localised  and 
the  food  responsible  in  one  instance  was  home  prepared 
tongue  and  in  the  other  veal  and  ham  pie  was  suspected. 
Including  cases,  carriers,  contacts,  food  handlers  and  in- 
gredients some  352  specimens  were  submitted  for  laboratory 
investigation  over  a period  of  3 months. 

Despite  a steady  improvement  in  housing  and  living 
conditions  there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  food  poisoning  recorded  in  the  Country  in  recent 
years.  More  people  are  having  communal  meals  and  a greater 
variety  of  food  is  being  sold  already  prepared  for  consumption 
at  home,  but  often  the  existing  catering  premises  are  too 
small  for  the  expanding  business  thus  resulting  in  faulty 
hygiene.  The  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  were 
made  in  December  1955  come  into  force  in  1956  and  should 
go  a long  way  towards  bringing  legislation  into  line  with 
modern  acceptable  standards.  In  the  long  run,  however, 
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the  individual  food  handler  has  the  prime  responsibility  for 
clean  food  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Public  to  demand  the 
highest  standards  and  refuse  to  patronise  those  establishments 
where  this  standard  is  not  maintained. 

Concerning  housing,  water  supplies,  sewerage  etc.  pro- 
gress is  detailed  in  the  reports  under  the  individual  districts. 
The  beginning  of  the  “credit  squeeze”  was  a blow  to  hopes 
of  starting  new  water  & sewage  schemes,  though  these  are, 
in  many  cases,  urgently  needed. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  children  im- 
munised against  diphtheria  and  the  most  disappointing 
feature  was  that  the  proportion  protected  under  1 year  of 
age  had  fallen.  The  successful  elimination  of  this  disease  from 
the  country  depends  on  having  a high  proportion  of  infants 
protected  before  the  end  of  their  first  year  of  life  and  this 
should  be  the  aim  of  all  parents  with  babies. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairmen  and 
Members  of  the  Councils  and  Committees  for  their  interest 
and  enthusiasm  in  health  matters.  In  addition,  my  thanks 
are  due  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Departments  for  loyally  and  efficiently  carrying  out 
their  duties.  They  are  responsible  for  much  of  the  detailed 
work  of  the  various  reports.  I ^also  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  Clerks  and  other  officials  for  their  valuable 
help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  A.  KNOX, 

Medical  Ojficer  of  Health. 


Cirencester  Urban  District  Council 


STAFF 

Dr.  W.  Davidson-Lamb,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  (to  31st  May,  1955) 

Dr.  W.  A.  Knox,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  (from  1st  June  1955). 

Mr.  A.  Furniss,  Cert.S.l.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  & Housing  Surveyor. 

Mr.  S.  R.  Baylis,  Cert.S.l.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  (to  31st  January  1955). 

Mr.  R.  G.  Webb,  Cert.S.l.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  (from  14th  July  1955). 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (Acres)  

Population  (1951  census)  

Population  (Registrar  General  1955) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951  census) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955) 

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  


5,844 

11,190 

11,820 

2,985 

3,149 

£80,538 

£328 


RAINFALL 

During  the  year  the  total  rainfall  was  26.58  inches  at  the 
Baunton  Waterworks  compared  with  an  average  of  the  three 
previous  years  of  30.65  inches. 

The  total  number  of  raindays  was  160  and  on  99  days 
a rainfall  of  0.04  inches  or  more  was  recorded. 

The  highest  recorded  rainfall  on  one  day  was  1.62  inches 
which  fell  on  the  3rd  June. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births:  M.  F.  Total 

Total  104  90  194 

Legitimate  101  85  186 

Illegitimate  3 5 8 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  16.41 

Comparable  birth  rate  {comparability  factor  1.03)  16.9 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  {England  & Wales)  15.0 

Still  Births:  M.  F.  Total 

Total  5 2 7 

Legitimate  5 2 7 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  0.59 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  34.8 

Still  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births  {England  & 

Wales  23.2 

DEATHS 

M.  F.  Total 

Total  83  92  175 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  14.8 

Comparable  death  rate  {comparability  factor  0.83)  12.28 

Death  rate  per  1,000  {England  & Wales)  11.7 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth:  Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

M.  F.  Total 

Total  3 4 7 

Legitimate  3 3 6 

Illegitimate  - 1 1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

M.  F.  Total 

Total  2 2 4 

Legitimate  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  - 1 1 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  36.08 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1 ,000  live  births  {England  and 

Wales)  24.9 

Average  age  of  death  due  to  natural  causes  72.79  years. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955 


DISEASE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

T uberculosis,  respiratory  

3 

3 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  cough  

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

3 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

— 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

1 

1 

neoplasms 

13 

6 

19 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

9 

12 

21 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

6 

6 

12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease  

11 

16 

27 

Other  circulatory  disease  

6 

7 

13 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  

3 

5 

8 

Bronchitis  

3 

6 

9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

4 

— 

4 

Congenitial  malformations  

— 

2 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

12 

17 

29 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents  

1 

3 

4 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

83 

92 

175 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DISEASE  Total  Admitted  to 

notifications  hospital 


Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Dysentry 
Food  poisoning 
Chicken  pox 
Puerperal  pyrexia 


20  — 

39  — 

238  1 

24  7 

7 — 

13  — 

4 — 

1 — 


6 


Food  Poisoning: 

Total  number  of  outbreaks: 
Number  of  cases: 

Number  of  deaths: 
Organisms  responsible: 
Foods  involved: 


1 

17 

Nil 

Salmonella  typhimurium 
Cream  cakes  and  pastries 
(Origin  in  another  area) 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification  of  new 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

cases 

Total 

Non  Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Total 

4 6 

10 

1 1 

2 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Total 

Non.  Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Total 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Of  the  12  new  cases,  1 1 were  treated  in  hospital  and  1 at  home. 
In  addition  to  the  new  cases  there  were  4 transfers  from  other 
districts. 


No.  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  year: 

Respiratory  Non.  Respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

37  27  64  5 5 10 

Two  tuberculosis  patients  were  re-housed  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

Following  are  the  number  of  children  who  completed  a 
full  course  of  injections  for  protection  against  diphtheria 
during  1955: — 

Under  1 yr  1 yr.  2-4  yrs  5-14  yrs  Total 
43(31)  54(18)  9(4)  8 114(53) 

The  figures  in  brackets  (including  the  totals)  indicate 
combined  protection  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 
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Also  during  the  year  326  children  under  15  years  of  age 
received  a maintenance  or  reinforcing  dose  of  diphtheria 
prophylactic. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Following  are  the  number  who  were  vaccinated  during 
1955:— 


Under  1 yr 

1 yr 

2-4  yrs  5-14  yrs 

15  yrs  Total 

& over 

Vaccinated  77 

9 

1 2 

5 94 

Revaccinated  — 

— 

— — 

11  11 

National  Assistance 

Act, 

1948,  Section 

47.  Removal  to 

suitable  premises  of 

persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  cases  arose  during  the  year  calling  for  action  under 
this  Act. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Water  Supply 

The  supply  from  the  Council’s  Baunton  Waterworks 
continued  throughout  the  year  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  each  of  the  four  samples  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination  indicated  an  exceptional  standard  of 
purity. 

During  the  year  the  quantity  supplied  in  the  Council’s 
area  of  supply  was  190,261,000  gallons  and  52,117,000  gallons 
were  supplied  under  bulk  agreements. 

A sample  of  water  was  taken  from  a shallow  well  serving 
five  properties  in  the  town.  This  was  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination  and  the  report  showed  that  the  water 
was  totally  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  owner  was 
requested  to  provide  a proper  supply  of  water  from  the 
town’s  mains  to  each  of  the  houses  and  this  was  complied  with. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  swimming  season  at  the  open  air  baths  was  from  the 
beginning  of  May  to  the  end  of  September,  and  proved  again 
to  be  very  popular.  The  increased  area  round  the  bath  was 
found  to  be  of  great  value  during  the  fine  weather  when  on 
many  occasions  the  baths  were  used  to  capacity. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

No  extensions  were  carried  out  to  sewers  during  the 
year  except  on  the  Council’s  Housing  and  Industrial  Estates. 

Five  properties  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer 
during  the  year.  This  was  in  the  Stratton  area  where  the 
sewer  was  extended  in  1954. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Collection  of  house  refuse  continued  on  a weekly  basis. 
Disposal  continues  by  controlled  tipping,  some  3,200  tons 
being  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year. 

Salvage 

The  total  weight  of  salvaged  material  sold  during  the 
year  amounted  to  275  tons,  made  up  as  follows: — 

Paper  (all  grades) 268  tons  12  cwts. 

Scrap  metal  (all  grades) ....  6 tons  8 cwts. 

The  value  of  such  materials  was  £2,204  Os.  Od. 

Drainage 

The  drainage  arrangements  and  sanitary  accommodation 
at  the  Stratton  School  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The 
County  Council  were  contacted  on  this  matter  and  as  the 
Council’s  sewer  was  not  reasonably  available,  a new  chemical 
drainage  system  was  installed  and  new  sanitary  accommo- 
dation provided  for  the  whole  school. 

Sanitary  sinks  were  installed  and  new  drainage  thereto 
at  five  properties  as  a result  of  a representation  being  made 
to  two  owners. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

Evidence  of  pollution  was  observed  in  the  Daglingworth 
stream  in  the  Stratton  area  and  as  a result  of  certain  drain 
tests  being  carried  out,  it  was  found  that  an  overflow  from  a 
cess  pool  discharged  into  it.  The  owner  of  the  offending 
property  was  called  upon  to  make  a connection  to  the  Council’s 
sewer. 

The  other  streams  in  the  district  have  been  inspected 
from  time  to  time  and  no  other  evidence  of  pollution  was 
found. 
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Shops 

132  visits  have  been  made  which  have  included  food 
shops  and  no  contraventions  were  observed  under  the  Shops 
Act  during  the  year,  but  three  occupiers  were  called  upon  to 
carry  out  certain  work  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  which 
included  the  provision  of  wash-hand  basins  and  hot  water 
supply  and  redecorations. 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

There  were  no  further  registrations  during  the  year  and 
the  total  number  of  registered  premises  in  the  town  in- 
cluding the  two  bacon  factories  was  10.  One  shop  was  closed 
down  and  the  premises  vacated. 

One  of  the  bacon  factories  enlarged  their  premises  during 
the  year  and  a new  sausage  manufacturing  room  was  built. 
This  was  provided  with  up-to-date  machinery  which  is  capable 
of  producing  3,000  lbs  of  sausage  per  day.  A high  standard 
of  hygiene  is  maintained  at  both  the  bacon  factories. 

A number  of  restaurants  and  cafes  have  been  visited  during 
the  year  and  no  serious  contraventions  were  found.  Most 
of  the  occupiers  have  co-operated  when  called  upon  to  do 
redecorative  work. 

Food  Handling  Bye-Laws 

No  contraventions  have  been  observed  at  shops  in  the 
town  but  several  occupiers  of  stalls  in  the  market  failed  to 
have  their  names  and  addresses  conspicuously  displayed.  A 
confectioner  in  the  market  was  requested  to  provide  proper 
covering  for  the  goods  displayed  and  this  was  complied  with. 

Ice  Cream 

There  were  35  registered  premises  for  the  sale  and  storage 
of  ice  cream  which  included  two  new  registrations  during  the 
year.  No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  town  and  all  shops 
are  supplied  with  pre-packed  ice  cream  from  several  reputable 
firms. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  season  as  facilities 
were  not  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  in 
Gloucester  due  to  alteration  work  taking  place. 
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Milk  and  Dairies 

There  were  seven  registered  distributors  of  milk  in  the 
town  but  one  registration  was  cancelled,  the  business  being 
bought  over  by  a larger  dairy  company. 

39  visits  were  made  to  dairy  premises  to  ensure  that  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  regulations  were  being  observed. 

7 dealers’  licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  issued 
during  the  year,  2 dealers’  licences  for  Pasteurised  milk  and 
one  Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk  and  one 
Supplementary  licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were 
issued. 

12  samples  of  milk  were  taken  to  see  if  the  milk  was  up 
to  the  required  standard  of  cleanliness  and  for  keeping  quality 
and  only  one  sample  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  This 
matter  was  investigated  and  further  samples  taken  proved  in 
order. 

Information  was  received  from  the  Gloucestershire 
County  Council  that  a sample  of  school  milk  submitted  for 
analysis  was  affected  with  Brucella  Abortus.  On  investi- 
gation it  was  found  that  a farm  in  the  district  was  supplying 
this  milk  and  12  samples  were  taken,  both  group  samples 
and  from  8 individual  cows,  and  were  submitted  to  the  Patho- 
logist for  examination.  Guinea-pig  inoculation  tests  showed 
negative  results.  A number  of  cows  in  the  dairy  herd  had 
been  inoculated  several  months  prior  to  the  complaint  being 
received  and  this  was  thought  to  be  the  source  of  the  trouble 
Arrangements  were  made  with  the  dairy  which  supplied  the 
milk  to  the  school  to  have  all  milk  pasteurised. 

The  local  hospital  notified  the  Department  that  a patient 
was  suffering  from  undulant  fever.  On  investigation  the 
source  of  supply  was  traced  to  a farm  in  the  urban  area 
when  12  samples  were  taken  from  10  individual  cows  and 
submitted  to  the  Oxford  Public  Health  Laboratories  for 
examination.  A report  from  the  Laboratories  showed  that 
after  guinea-pig  inoculation  tests  Brucella  Abortus  had  been 
isolated  from  milk  samples  taken  from  two  cows.  The  farmer 
was  immediately  notified,  the  cows  in  question  were  removed 
from  the  dairy  herd  and  subsequently  disposed  of  for  slaughter. 
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During  the  time  the  investigations  were  being  carried 
out  the  hospital  made  arrangements  with  the  supplier  to 
pasteurise  all  milk  before  being  received  in  the  hospital. 

Oil  smears  were  found  in  a milk  bottle  from  a dairy  in 
the  town  and  this  was  taken  up  with  the  firm  who  were  called 
upon  to  give  special  attention  to  the  cleansing  of  bottles. 

One  dairy  was  called  upon  to  provide  better  washing 
facilities  for  their  staff  and  this  was  complied  with. 

Smoke  Abatement 

A smoke  observation  was  taken  of  a steel  chimney  to 
a large  mill  quite  near  the  centre  of  the  town  and  a Nuisance 
was  observed.  The  Managing  Director  of  the  Company  was 
interviewed  and  on  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  Com- 
pany were  having  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  proper  grade  of 
fuel  for  the  horizontal  boiler.  As  a result  of  this,  the  Ministry 
of  Fuel  and  Power  were  informed  of  the  position  and  their 
representative  arranged  for  suitable  fuel  to  be  supplied.  No 
further  Nuisance  from  this  chimney  was  observed  during  the 
year. 

A smoke  Nuisance  was  observed  from  a chimney  at  a 
Bacon  Factory  and  on  investigation  it  was  found  that  hogs 
hair  was  being  burnt  with  the  fuel  which  gave  rise  to  a very 
offensive  odour.  The  firm  was  notified,  they  readily  co- 
operated and  the  Nuisance  was  abated.  As  there  was  little 
or  no  commercial  value  in  hogs  hair  the  firm  in  question 
had  been  burning  it  as  they  were  otherwise  unable  to  dispose 
of  it. 

Moveable  Ovy^ellings 

No  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  Move- 
able  Dwellings  or  sites  but  a caravan  which  existed  on  a site 
was  kept  in  good  order  and  free  from  Nuisance.  Four  visits 
were  made  to  Moveable  Dwellings  stationed  in  the  district 
for  a very  short  time. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act 

44  Nuisances  were  observed  during  the  year,  35  of  these 
were  abated  and  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year 
to  those  outstanding.  No  Satutory  Notices  were  served. 
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Complaints  were  received  from  residents  in  one  part  of 
the  town  regarding  a Nuisance  from  a piggery.  On  investi- 
gation it  was  found  that  some  250  pigs  were  being  kept  in 
fairly  close  proximity  to  dwellings  and  although  planning 
approval  had  been  given  for  the  use  of  this  site  as  a piggery, 
a serious  Nuisance  was  observed.  The  owner  of  the  piggeries 
was  interviewed  on  several  occasions  and  he  subsequently 
agreed  to  move  a large  number  of  pigs  to  a new  site  some 
acres  in  extent  on  the  edge  of  the  district.  A new  Danish 
piggery  has  since  been  built  on  the  new  site  and  no  further 
Nuisance  has  been  observed. 

Offensive  Trades 

Consent  was  given  to  two  firms  to  carry  out  the  business 
defined  as  an  Offensive  Trade.  The  premises  in  question 
were  bacon  factories  where  the  process  of  fat  extraction  and 
blood  drying  was  carried  out.  The  premises  were  maintained 
in  good  order  and  no  Nuisance  was  observed  during  inspection. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933-1954 

One  new  application  was  granted  for  a Slaughterman’s 
licence  and  23  licences  were  renewed.  No  contraventions 
were  observed  under  the  Act. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

Two  Slaughterhouse  licences  were  issued  to  bacon 
factories.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  two  public  slaughter- 
houses in  use  but  due  to  reduced  number  of  sheep  for 
slaughter  only  one  public  slaughterhouse  was  functioning  in 
1955.  As  before,  this  slaughterhouse  was  under  the  control 
of  the  Local  Authority,  and  the  Butchers  Association  was 
responsible  for  dealing  with  the  slaughtering.  Generally 
speaking,  the  number  of  animals  killed  during  the  year  was 
very  greatly  reduced  as  compared  with  1954.  Although  the 
public  slaughterhouse  does  not  comply  with  modern  standards 
it  was  maintained  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Both  bacon  factories  were  maintained  in  a good  order 
and  necessary  decorations  were  carried  out. 

Knackers  Yard 

A licence  was  issued  to  a Knackers  Yard  and  these 
premises  were  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  found 
satisfactory. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  Killed  

469 

20 

127 

1676 

57,959 

No.  inspected  

469 

20 

127 

1676 

16,213 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  and 
Cysticerci— 

whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

3 

4 

5 

48 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

135 

7 

Nil 

52 

2,518 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

28.7 

50 

3.1 

3.4 

15.8 

Tuberculosis  only— 
whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

22 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

986 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

4.7 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

6.1 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unsound  Meat 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  15  tons  15cwts  Iqr.  81bs.  In  all  cases  the 
meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  no  seizures  were 
necessary.  The  amount  condemned  was  greatly  reduced  since 
last  year  which  was  29  tons. 
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Other  Foods 

Other  foods  were  examined  at  shops,  canteens  and  food 
preparing  premises  in  the  town  and  the  following  is  a list  of 
food  stuffs  found  to  be  unfit  and  voluntarily  surrendered: 

311  tins  of  meat,  milk,  fish,  soup,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

2 tins  (56  lbs.)  frozen  whole  egg. 

836  lbs.  frozen  egg. 

183j  lbs.  bacon. 

130  lbs.  desiccated  coconut. 

133  lbs.  almond  flavoured  paste. 

2 stone  smoked  cod  fillets 
14  lbs.  crabs 

150  lbs.  National  white  flour 
36^  lbs.  cheese 
5 stone  kippers 
7 lbs.  pork  sausage 
70  eggs 

1 box  herring  roes 
9 lbs.  cake 

3 lbs.  suet 

^ lb.  margarine 
1 lb.  butter 
1 pkt.  cake  mixture 
20  galls,  fruit  jelly 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

26 

18 

1 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

74 

53 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  ... 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

2 

— 

Nil 

TOTAL 

102 

71 

3 

Nil 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found — 4 
Number  remedied — 3 
Number  of  Outworkers — Nil 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

Two  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  factory  pre- 
mises under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1955 

No  premises  required  registration  in  the  town. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  Pest  Officer  was  shared  with  the  Cirencester  Rural 
District  Council  and  the  Urban  District  Council  and  he  was 
actually  working  26  weeks  in  the  Urban  area.  Ill  private 
dwellings  and  224  business  premises  were  inspected.  103 
premises  were  treated  for  infestation  which  included  Local 
Authority’s  tip,  sewerage  works  and  sewerage  system. 

81  complaints  of  infestation  were  received  during  the 
year  and  the  Pest  Officer  gave  valuable  assistance  to  occu- 
piers who  carried  out  disinfestation  themselves. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  on  the  banks  of  several 
streams  in  the  town  where  it  was  found  to  be  infested. 

In  accordance  with  recommendations  received  from  the 
Ministry  block  surveys  of  properties  are  still  being  carried  out. 

Housing  Acts 

1200  housing  inspections  were  made  which  included 
inspections  of  old  properties,  houses  under  the  points  scheme 
and  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act.  The  Housing  Survey 
required  by  the  Ministry  got  off  to  a poor  start  as  the  De- 
partment was  without  a qualified  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  approximately  months. 

Housing  defects  were  dealt  with  as  in  previous  years 
under  the  provision  of  the  Public  Health  Act  and  no  notices 
were  served  under  the  Housing  Act. 

22  applications  were  received  for  Improvement  Grants 
and  18  were  granted.  The  above  number  does  not  include 
improvements  to  6 Almhouses  which  were  authorised  by  the 
Ministry.  Most  of  the  improvements  included  for  provision 
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of  bathrooms,  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  and  drainage 
and  in  one  case  a large  house  was  converted  into  two  self- 
contained  flats. 

No  Council  houses  or  flats  were  constructed  during  the 

year. 

The  previous  year  the  Council  embarked  on  a scheme 
for  building  50  houses  for  sale  on  a site  which  they  had 
developed  for  private  enterprise  building.  These  houses  were 
completed  during  the  year  and  all  were  sold  and  occupied. 

The  demand  for  the  houses  was  such  that  the  Council  placed 
a contract  for  a further  16  houses  and  10  of  these  were  com- 
pleted and  sold  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  houses  and  bungalows  built  in  the 
town  for  private  enterprise  was  74.  vJ 

The  Council  re-housed  32  families  including  2 T.B.  q 
cases,  and  2 requisitioned  properties  were  released.  ei 

The  total  number  of  families  rehoused  since  1946  is  819.  J 


Small  Dwellings  Aquisition  Act 

The  Council  advanced  monies  under  the  above  Act 
during  the  year  and  assisted  27  people  to  build  new  houses 
and  bungalows  and  16  people  to  acquire  older  houses. 

As  the  Council  had  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  De- 
partment was  in  fact  without  one  for  months,  it  was  not 
possible  to  carry  out  certain  routine  inspections  of  factories 
and  other  premises. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC.,  CARRIED  OUT, 

1955 


District  Inspections  603 

Housing  Inspections  1200 

Re-inspections 421 

Food  Preparing  Premises  86 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Shops  Inspections 132 

Moveable  Dwellings  4 

Infectious  Diseases  86 

Factory  and  Workshop  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  71 

Drain  Tests  and  Inspections  277 

Dairies 39 

Slaughterhouses  and  Bacon  Factories  901 

Market  Inspections  21 

Miscellaneous 414 


17 


Cirencester  Rural  District  Council 


STAFF 

Dr.  W.  Davidson-Lamb,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (to  31st  May,  1955). 

Dr.  W.  A.  Knox,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (from  1st  June,  1955). 

Mr.  W.  H.  D.  Rundle,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

Mr.  H.  Wheeler,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Bland,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  (Hons.)  R.I.P.H.  & H., 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  C.  E.  I.  Abbey,  A.M.Inst.H.E.,  Resident  Engineer. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  

Population  (1951  census)  

Population  (Registrar  General  1955) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951  census) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955) 

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  


82,790 

15,218 

17,580 

4,141 

4,400 

£91,015 

£354 


RAINFALL 

The  rainfall  for  1955  was  26.0  inches  as  compared  with 
38.17  inches  in  1954  thus  giving  a decrease  of  12.17  inches. 
The  average  rainfall  for  the  area  in  the  years  1881 — 1915  was 
31.5  inches. 

The  figure  can  be  taken  as  being  representative  of  the 
country  within  a radius  of  5 miles  from  Cirencester. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

BIRTHS 


Live  Births: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

168 

129 

297 

Legitimate 

155 

124 

279 

Illegitimate 

13 

5 

18 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  16.89 

Comparable  birth  rate  {comparability  factor  1.13)  19.08 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  {England  & Wales)  15.0 


Still  Births:  M.  F.  Total 

Total  2 2 4 

Legitimate  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  - - 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  0.22 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  13.28 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  {England  & 

Wales)  23.2 


DEATHS 

M.  F.  Total 

Total  64  61  125 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  7.11 

Comparable  death  rate  {comparability  factor  1.07)  7.6. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  {England  & Wales)  11.7. 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth:  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

Legitimate 



1 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Deaths  under 

1 year  per  1,000  live  births  16.83 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  {England  & Wales) 

24.9 

Average  age  of  death  due  to  natural  causes:  70.29  years. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955 


DISEASE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Measles 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

5 

9 

„ ,,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

2 

5 

,,  ,,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

,,  ,,  uterus  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

3 

8 

11 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

1 

Diabetes  

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

3 

7 

10 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

12 

7 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

1 

6 

Other  heart  disease  

5 

10 

15 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

3 

6 

Influenza  

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis  

1 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

1 

^ 2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

— 

Congenitial  malformations 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

6 

6 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

3 

— 

3 

All  other  accidents  

4 

1 

5 

TOTALS 

64 

61 

125 

NOTIFICATION  OF 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

DISEASE 

Total  Admitted  to 

notifications  hospital 

Scarlet  fever  

9 

1 

Whooping  cough 

109 

2 

Measles 

438 

1 

Pneumonia 

15 

5 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

Dysentry  ... 

1 

— 

Food  poisoning 

8 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  ... 

1 

1 

Chicken  pox 

... 

14 

— 

20 


Food  Poisoning: 

Total  number  of  outbreaks: 
Number  of  cases 
Number  of  deaths: 
Organisms  responsible: 


Foods  involved: 


3 

21 

Nil 

Salmonella  typhimurium — 

2 outbreaks 

Staphylococcus  aureus — 

1 outbreak 

Cream  cakes  & pastries — 

1 outbreak 

Veal  & Ham  pie — 1 outbreak 
(suspected) 

Tongue  1 outbreak 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Notihcation  of  new  cases. 

Respiratory  Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

4 5 9 - 1 1 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
Of  the  10  new  cases  7 were  treated  in  hospital  and  3 at  home. 

In  addition  to  the  new  cases  there  were  11  transfers  from 
other  areas. 

No.  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  year: 

Respiratory  Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

31  30  61  7 5 12 

Three  tuberculous  patients  were  re-housed  during  the  year. 


PROTECTION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course  of 
injections  for  protection  against  diphtheria  during  the  year 
was  as  follows: — 

Under  1 yr  1 yr.  2-4  yrs  5-14  yrs  Total 

68  (41)  120  (26)  33  (7)  19(  7)  240  (81) 

The  hgures  in  brackets  (included  in  totals)  indicate  the 
number  who  had  combined  protection  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough. 
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Also  during  the  year  305  children  under  15  years  of  age 
received  a maintenance  or  reinforcing  dose  of  diphtheria 
prophylactic. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


The  number  vaccinated  during  1955  was  as  follows: — 


Under  1 yr 

1 yr 

2-4  yrs 

5-14  yrs 

15  yrs 
& over 

Total 

Vaccinated  123 

14 

5 

1 

9 

152 

Revaccinated  — 

1 

4 

10 

42 

57 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47.  Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  cases  arose  during  the  year  calling  for  action  under 
this  Act. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Water  Supplies 

The  extension  of  the  South  Cerney/Somerford  Keynes 
main  to  serve  Ewen  was  completed  during  the  year. 

The  proposed  scheme  of  water  supply  for  the  Eastern 
area  of  the  district  was  revised  with  a view  to  arriving  at  a 
more  economical  layout  and  at  the  same  time  serving  areas  of 
probable  future  development  not  covered  by  the  scheme  in 
its  original  form.  This  necessitated  the  resiting  of  the  reser- 
voir and  the  re-routing  of  a number  of  mains. 

The  Ministry  of  Elousing  and  Local  Government’s 
anticipated  hnal  approval  to  the  Churn  Valley  Water  Scheme 
was  not  received  during  1955. 

Because  of  periodic  discolouration  of  the  water  supplied 
to  South  Cerney,  Somerford  Keynes  and  Poole  Keynes  from 
the  Latton  borehole  of  the  Swindon  Corporation,  negotia- 
tions were  initiated  with  Cirencester  Urban  District  Council 
for  a bulk  supply  from  their  Baunton  source  to  serve  these 
parishes.  Agreement  was  reached  on  the  details  and  the 
scheme  now  awaits  Ministry  Consent. 

Preliminary  investigations  were  carried  out  into  the 
possibility  of  hnding  a suitable  source  of  water  in  the  North 
Western  part  of  the  district,  such  a source  would  cater  for  the 
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parishes  at  present  served  by  a bulk  supply  from  the  Birdlip 
Reservoir  of  the  Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council.  The 
water  is  in  turn  purchased  by  them  from  the  Cheltenham 
Corporation.  The  Council’s  geological  consultant,  Professor 
F.  W.  Shottom  M.B.E.,  Sc.D.F.G.S.,  P.A.LW.E.,  surveyed 
the  area  and  recommended  a borehole  into  the  Inferior  Oolite 
near  Caudle  Green.  A scheme  has  been  prepared  in  consul- 
tation with  Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council  for  the  use 
of  this  source  to  supply  the  parishes  in  both  districts  at  present 
drawing  water  from  the  Birdlip  Reservoir. 

Another  survey  was  carried  out  by  Professor  Shotton  in 
the  Parish  of  Coates  and  he  reported  on  the  possible  effects 
of  septic  tank  drainage  in  the  village  on  water  drawn  from 
the  Great  Oolite  well  near  Trewsbury  Flouse  which  is  used  to 
supply  the  village. 

A length  of  lin.  wrought  iron  water  main  in  Hambidge 
Lane,  Lechlade  was  replaced  with  3in.  spun  iron. 

Electricity  failure  at  the  Ready  Token  pumping  station 
led  to  the  emptying  of  the  Hartwell  Reservoir.  This,  coupled 
with  air  locking  in  the  mains  system,  led  to  failure  of  the 
supply  to  Poulton  and  Meysey  Hampton  for  several  days, 
during  which  time  water  was  carted  by  Fire  Service  Tender. 
In  view  of  this  and  the  isolated  situation  of  the  Reservoir, 
an  electrical  alarm  system  was  installed.  A reservoir  bypass 
to  enable  the  pumps  to  deliver  water  directly  into  the  mains 
in  order  to  overcome  air  locks  was  also  constructed.  It  was 
necessary  to  cart  water  to  the  parish  of  Ampney  St.  Peter 
for  a period  of  3 months. 

In  spite  of  the  newly  installed  well  point  system,  a dry 
year  caused  the  ground  water  level  at  Lechlade  to  fall  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  demand  could  not  fully  be  met  and  the  supply 
could  be  maintained  only  by  the  co-operation  of  the  consumers 
in  observing  strict  economy  in  the  use  of  water.  Ultimately, 
in  late  December,  an  electricity  breakdown  led  to  the  complete 
emptying  of  the  system  and  emergency  measures  were  necessary 
to  restore  the  supply.  Water  was  pumped  by  the  Fire  Service 
from  the  adjoining  gravel  pits  into  the  water  tower.  Steri- 
lization was  carried  out  by  a drip  chlorinator  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Public  Analyst.  Immediate  steps  were 
taken  to  explore  an  alternative  source. 

The  Council’s  five  pumping  stations  at  Lechlade,  Poulton, 
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Coates,  Marsden  and  Down  Ampney  were  maintained 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  average  monthly  con- 
sumption of  the  undertakings  in  question  being  573,800, 
1,036,800,  473,200,  328,000,  624,000  gallons  respectively. 

Water  Samples 

Of  21  samples  taken  from  the  public  supplies  at  Lechlade, 
Poulton, Coates  and  Marsden,  15  were  entirely  satisfactory. 
Those  taken  from  raw  water  before  chlorination  were  found 
to  be  not  entirely  satisfactory  without  treatment. 

45  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies,  9 of  which 
were  entirely  satisfactory.  The  remainder  varied  from  being 
not  entirely  satisfactory  to  being  totally  unfit.  Action  was 
taken  in  appropriate  cases  to  secure  necessary  improvement. 

Water  1955 


The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  dwellings 
in  separate  parishes  supplied  from  public  water  mains  having 
either  a piped  indoor  or  a standpipe  supply  of  water: — 


Total  No.  of 
Houses  in 
Parish 

Piped 

indoor 

Popula- 

tion 

Stand  Popu- 
pipe  lation 

Baunton  

52 

9 

36 





Brimpsfield  

69 

35 

140 

— 

— 

Coates 

123 

80 

320 

21 

84 

Down  Ampney 

167 

92 

448 

— 

— 

Driffield 

51 

29 

116 

— 

— 

Duntisbourne  Abbots 

75 

49 

196 

— 

— 

Elkstone  

64 

27 

118 

— 

— 

Kemble  (Ewen) 

42 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kempsford  

271 

107 

444 

7 

28 

Lechiade  

362 

220 

880 

79 

348 

Meysey  Hampton 

102 

47 

215 

— 

— 

North  Cerney 

(Woodmancote) 

(whole 

162  parish)  54 

220 

_ 

Poole  Keynes 

36 

4 

16 

— 

— 

Poulton  

121 

110 

444 

— 

— 

Preston  

85 

57 

228 

— 

— 

Sapperton  

144 

103 

372 

4 

16 

Siddington  

170 

88 

352 

53 

212 

Somerford  Keynes  ... 

99 

31 

124 

— 

— 

South  Cerney  (and 

Cerney 

Wick) 

320 

166 

664 

Syde 

• • • 

12 

6 

24 

— 

— 

Winstone  

60 

45 

180 

— 

— 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage 

Tenders  were  received  for  the  construction  of  the  new 
Fairford  sewer  and  sewage  disposal  works  but  because  of  the 
“credit  squeeze”  the  Minister  was  unable  to  give  a starting 
date. 

An  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  held  a local  enquiry  into  the  proposed 
sewerage  scheme  at  South  Cerney. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer 
presented  a report  outlining  proposals  for  the  provision  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  facilities  in  all  parishes  in  the 
district.  The  first  phase  of  the  scheme  for  Quenington  was 
prepared  in  more  detail  because  of  the  proposed  erection  of 
Council  Houses  there  in  the  current  programme. 

Cleansing  of  the  sewage  outfalls  at  Ampney  St.  Peter, 
Kempsford,  Lechlade,  Barnsley,  North  Cerney  and  Poulton 
was  carried  out  by  contract,  a mechanical  emptier  being  used. 

Routine  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  destruction 
of  rats  in  the  Fairford  sewers. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  collection  was  carried  out  throughout  the  district  by 
contract. 

During  the  summer  months  in  spite  of  the  regular  appli- 
cation of  tip  dressing  the  controlled  tip  at  Sunhill  developed 
an  infestation  of  flies  apparently  resistant  to  D.D.T.  and 
Benzine  hexachloride  insecticides.  Treatment  with  Malathion 
was  successful.  Tip  fires  occurred  on  two  occasions  and  fire 
breaks  had  to  be  cut  to  control  them. 

Regular  Rodent  control  was  carried  out  at  both  tips. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Duties  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949,  have  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year  by  a part- 
time  Rodent  Operator. 

115  farms  have  been  inspected,  446  dwelling  houses  and 
67  business  premises.  In  addition  to  Council  property, 
treatments  have  been  carried  out  at  56  dwelling  houses  and 
33  business  premises. 
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HOUSING 

House  Construction 


Council  Houses 


The  551  houses  provided  by  the  Council  have  been 
augmented  by  the  addition  of  the  following  houses  which 
have  been  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year: — 


Ampney  Crucis ... 

Coates  

Down  Ampney  ... 
Siddington 
Somerford  Keynes 


6 Traditional 
8 Traditional 
12  New  Tradition 
22  New  Tradition 
12  Traditional 


Total  number  of  Council  Houses  completed  and  occupied 
at  the  end  of  1955,  611.  No  Council  Houses  were  sold  to 
tenants  during  the  year. 


The  following  houses  are  in  the  course  of  erection: — 

Lechlade  22  New  Tradition 

Siddington  10  New  Tradition 


Private  Houses 

During  the  year  22  private  houses  were  erected  in  the 
following  parishes: — 


Bagendon  1 

Brimpsfield  1 

Daglingworth 2 

Edgeworth  1 

Fairford  ...  ...  2 

Kemble  1 

Kempsford  1 

Lechlade  1 

Meysey  Hampton  ...  2 

Poole  Keynes  ...  1 

Preston  ...  ...  4 

Quennington  ...  ...  1 

Rendcomb  2 

Siddington  ...  ...  1 

South  Cerney  ...  1 
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Private  houses,  as  under,  are  in  the  course  of  erection: — 


Baunton  1 

Brimpsfield  1 

Down  Ampney  ...  1 

Fairford  3 

Kemble  1 

Kempsford  2 

Lechlade  3 

Poole  Keynes  ...  1 

Poulton  ...  ...  3 


Summary 

To  summarise,  82  permanent  houses  have  been  completed, 
with  48  more  in  course  of  construction. 


New  Buildings 

Plans  in  respect  of  the  following  work  were  submitted 


to  the  Council  for  approval: — 

Erection  of  new  houses 28 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  houses 75 

Conversion  of  houses  into  smaller  houses  etc.  ...  ...  4 

Installation  or  improvement  of  drainage  33 

Erection  of  workshops,  sheds  etc ...  ...  ...  4 

Alteration  to  offices,  shops,  licenced  premises  etc 7 

Erection  of  small  motor  garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Erection  of  Agricultural  buildings  11 

Alterations  and  additions  to  Agricultural  buildings 4 

Alterations  and  additions  to  school  buildings 5 

New  and  altered  vehicular  access  ...  4 

Erection  of  signs,  sign  boards  etc.  3 

Extension  of  gravel  workings,  quarries  etc 3 

Erection  of  Police  Station  1 

Erection  of  Sewerage  Pumphouse  etc.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Change  of  user  4 

Caravan  Sites  7 

Erection  of  Petrol  Filling  Stations  2 

Erection  of  Canteen  1 

Erection  of  Office  block 1 


HOUSE  INSPECTION 
Housing  Acts  1936/54 

A preliminary  survey  of  sub-standard  properties  was 
completed  during  the  year  and  the  necessary  return  required  O 
by  Section  1 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954 
submitted  to  the  Ministry.  ^ 
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A comprehensive  survey  of  all  properties  classified  in 
the  low  categories  during  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  of  1946 
is  now  under  way  and  encouraging  progress  is  being  made  in 
cottage  improvement  with  and  without  Improvement  Grants. 
During  the  year  applications  for  Grants  under  the  Housing 
Act  1949  were  approved  in  respect  of  43  properties. 

One  certificate  of  disrepair  was  issued. 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1938.  Housing 
(Financial  and  Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1946  and 
Housing  Act,  1952 

Applications  for  grants  under  the  above  Acts  in  respect 
of  the  erection  of  4 agricultural  cottages  were  approved. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Six  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936,  Section  269,  for  the  use  of  land  as  a 
site  for  moveable  dwellings.  In  addition,  twenty-one  existing 
licences  were  renewed. 

Routine  supervision  has  been  excercised  with  particular 
attention  to  sanitary  conditions,  and  all  sites  have  been 
maintained  free  of  nuisance. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

There  are  three  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  1949,  and  eight  persons  registered  as 
Distributors  of  Milk. 

18  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  taken,  8 of 
which  failed  to  satisfy  the  official  test.  3 samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  were  submitted  for  examination,  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory.  Appropriate  follow  up  action  was  taken. 

11  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  exam- 
ination and  Brucella  Abortus  was  detected  in  three.  All 
milk  concerned  is  now  being  pasteurised. 

37  visits  were  made  to  distributors  and  dairies  during 
the  year. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 


All  animals  slaughtered  at  the  licenced  private  slaughter- 
house at  Fairford  were  inspected  post  mortem  and  wherever 
possible,  ante  mortem,  and  details  are  set  out  in  the  table 
below: — 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

136 

1 

45 

436 

285 

Nil 

Number  inspected  

136 

1 

45 

436 

285 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tubercul- 
osis and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci  

14.7 

Nil 

2.2 

3.44 

3.16 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

8.09 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.4 

Nil 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

4 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

4 

Nil 

Nil 





— — 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned ...  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 
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Unsound  Food 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  at  the  slaughter- 
house was  7cwts.  31bs. 

Meat  and  other  foods  condemned  at  premises  other  than 
the  slaughterhouse  were  as  follows: — 

148  lbs.  Bovine  Hind  quarter 
6 lbs.  Tinned  corned  beef 
12  ozs.  tinned  luncheon  meat 

2 lbs.  tinned  stewed  steak 

18  lbs.  veal,  ham  and  egg  pie 
12  lbs.  tinned  processed  peas 
1 lb.  8 ozs.  gherkins  (in  8 oz.  jars) 

1 lb.  8 ozs.  tinned  beans 

3 lbs  tinned  spaghetti 

2 lbs.  12  ozs.  tinned  tomatoes 
2 lbs.  141^  ozs.  tinned  soup 

2 lbs.  8 ozs.  tinned  pineapple 
1 lb  13  ozs.  tinned  pears 
20  lbs.  10  ozs.  tinned  apricots 


Disposal 

Condemned  meat  is  sold  to  an  approved  contractor 
and  stained  before  removal  from  the  slaughterhouse. 

Other  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  under  supervision  at 
one  of  the  Council’s  Controlled  Refuse  Tips. 

Food  P remises 

The  following  summary  gives  the  number  of  food  premises 
in  the  area  by  type  of  business: — 


Grocery  and  General  Provision  Stores 45 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cafes  9 

Cake  Shops  2 

Butchers  5 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Licensed  Premises  (serving  food)  19 

Egg  Packing  Station  1 

Sweet  Shops  ...  4 

Total  97 


Fifty  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year. 
Of  six  cases  where  contravention  had  been  found,  five  were 
raised  to  a satisfactory  standard  by  informal  action. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  — Section  !4:  Registered 
Premises 

Twentyfive  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  ice-cream  and  four  premises  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  sausages  or  preserved  foods.  There  are  no 
manufacturers  of  ice-cream.  All  registered  ice-cream  retailers 
sell  only  the  prepacked  article. 

Ten  samples  were  taken  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  and  1954 

During  the  year,  ten  licences  under  the  above  mentioned 
Acts  were  issued  for  the  slaughter  of  animals. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Water  Supply 196 

Sewerage  562 

Refuse  73 

Building  720 

Milk  and  Dairies  37 

Public  Health  Act  1936  254 

Housing  1508 

Revisits  42 

Factories  55 

Shops  Act  19 

Food  premises  50 

Slaughterhouses  194 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Food  Poisoning  257 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Nuisances  abated  23 

Unsound  Food  6 

Council  House  Inspections 423 

Petroleum  Act  32 

Pests  Act  1949  1091 

Miscellaneous  56 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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Number  of 


M/c 

No.  on 

Written 

Occupiers 

M/c 

PREMISES 

line 

Register 

Inspec- 

notices 

prosecuted 

line 

No. 

tions 

No. 

i.  Factories  in  which  Sec- 

tions  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities.  ...  , 

1 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

ii.  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority.  ... 

2 

40 

32 

1 

Nil 

2 

iii.  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ 

premises)  ...  , 

3 

16 

23 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

TOTAL 

59 

55 

1 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in 

which  defects 

were 

found. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

No.  of  cases 

were  found 

in  which 

Referred 

prosecutions 

PARTICULARS 

M/c 

To  H.M.bv  H.M. 

were 

M/c 

line  Found  Remed-  Inspector  Inspector 

insti- 

line 

No. 

ied 

• 

tuted 

No. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.  1.)  

4 4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.  2.) 

5 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  (S.3.) 

6 — 

. 



___ 

- 

6 

Inadequate  Venti- 
lation (S.4.) 

7 — 

7 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 
Sanitary  Convenien- 
ces (S.7.) 

8 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

9 2 

— 

— 

2 

' 

9 

defective 

10  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

11  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including  off- 
ences relating  to 
Outwork) 

12  1 

12 

TOTAL 

60  8 

1 



2 

— 

60 
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Northleach  Rural  District  Council 


STAFF 

Dr.  W.  Davidson-Lamb,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  (to  31st  May,  1955) 

Dr.  W.  A.  Knox,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (from  1st  June,  1955) 

Mr.  A.  S.  Green,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Building  Surveyor. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Green,  A.F.S.(Eng.),  Part  Time  General  Assistant. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  74,912 

Population  (1951  census)  8,621 

Population  (Registrar  General  1955)  8,120 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951  census)  2,404 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955)  2,514 

Rateable  Value  £38,857 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £143 


RAINFALL 

The  rainfall  for  1955  was  26.0  inches  as  compared  with 
34.29  inches  for  1954  thus  giving  a decrease  of  9.29  inches. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  area  in  the  years  1881 — 1915 
was  30.5  inches. 

The  figure  can  be  taken  as  representative  of  the  country 
within  a radius  of  5 miles  from  Northleach. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

51 

60 

111 

Legitimate 

47 

59 

106 

Illegitimate 

4 

1 

5 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  13.66 

Comparable  birth 

rate  {eomparability  factor  1.06)  14.47 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  {England  8l  Wales)  15.0 

Still  Births: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 



- 

- 

Stillbirth  rate  per 

1,000  of  the  population  .12 

Stillbirth  rate  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births  8.9 

Stillbirth  rate  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births  {England  & Wales\ 

23.2' 

DEATHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

51 

54 

105 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  12.93 

Comparable  death  rate  {eomparability  factor  0.89)  11.50 

Death  rate  per  1,000  {England  8l  Wales)\\.l 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth:  Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

M. 

Total  1 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

M. 

Total  1 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  births  18.01 
Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  {England  & Wales) 

24.9 

Average  age  at  death  due  to  Natural  Causes:  75.51  years. 


F. 

1 

1 


Total 

2 

2 


F. 

1 

1 


Total 

2 

2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955 


DISEASE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

„ „ breast 

— 

1 

1 

„ „ uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

9 

5 

14 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

15 

16 

31 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

7 

5 

12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease  

6 

9 

15 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

4 

5 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

3 

3 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

51 

54 

105 

NOTIFICATION 

OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

DISEASE 

Total 

Admitted  to 

notifications  hospital 

Scarlet  fever  

17 

Whooping  cough 

70 

— 

Measles  

97 

— 

Pneumonia  

12 

1 

Chicken  pox  

5 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Notification  of  new  cases 

Respiratory  Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

3 2 5 - 1 1 
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Deaths 


Respiratory  Non  respiratory 


M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Of  the  6 new  cases,  5 were  treated  in  hospital  and  1 at 
home.  In  addition  to  the  new  cases  there  was  1 transfer  from 
another  area. 

No.  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  year: 

Respiratory  Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

15  15  30  1 10  11 

No  tuberculosis  patients  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course  of 
injections  for  protection  against  diphtheria  during  1955  was 
as  follows: 

Under  1 yr  1 yr  2-4  yrs  5-14  yrs  Total 
31  (11)  49  (9)  13  (4)  22  (2)  115  (26) 

The  numbers  in  brackets  (included  in  total)  indicate  the 
number  of  children  who  had  combined  protection  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 

Also  during  the  year  214  children  under  15  years  of  age 
received  a maintenance  or  reinforcing  dose  of  diphtheria 
prophylactic. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

The  number  who  were  vaccinated  during  1955  was  as 
follows: 

Under  1 yr  1 yr  2-4  yrs  5-14  yrs  15  yrs 

Si  over  Total 

Vaccinated  56  12  4 6 5 83 

Revaccinated  1 — 1 2 24  28 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47.  Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  cases  arose  during  the  year  calling  for  action  under 
this  Act. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Water  Supplies 

The  second  stage  of  the  comprehensive  water  scheme  is 
well  in  hand.  Water  is  obtained  from  the  Bibury  source  and 
will  supply  Bibury,  Aldsworth,  Coin  St.  Aldwyn,  Eastleach 
and  Southrop.  Hatherop  and  part  of  Quenington  in  the 
Cirencester  Rural  District  are  also  to  be  supplied  through 
meters  by  agreement. 

Two  pumping  stations  are  in  use,  one  at  Bibury  and  one 
at  Syreford. 

When  the  second  part  of  the  scheme  has  been  completed, 
which  should  be  half  way  through  1956,  a start  will  be  made 
on  the  third  and  last  part  of  the  scheme  subject  to  the  necessary 
Ministry  approvals.  This  part  covers  Turkdean,  Haselton, 
Compton  Abdale,  Farmington,  Sherborne,  Windrush  and  the 
Great  and  Little  Barringtons. 

The  Northleach  Town  supply  comes  from  springs  at  the 
Welliiigs  and  in  a dry  period  it  has  been  necessary  to  boost 
this  supply  by  taking  surplus  water  from  an  adjoining  ram. 
Connections  have  now  been  made  from  the  Fossebridge 
supply  to  the  top  level  reservoir  so  when  turned  on,  this 
should  provide  adequate  water  to  the  town.  During  1955 
water  pumped  from  Syreford  pump  house  was  18,312,800 
gallons  and  from  Bibury  well  9,468,800  gallons.  Water 
connections  were  made  during  the  year  to  164  private  premises 
and  8 farms. 


Water  Resources  and  Supplies  to  each  Parish 

No.  of 

Houses  on  com-  Houses 
No.  of  prehensive  scheme  on  other  Source 
Parish  houses  (Council’s  main)  supplies 


Aston  Blank 

65 

24  & 2 farms 

39 

Wells  & Springs 

Aldsworth 

66 

— 

58 

Wells  & Springs 

Bibury 

182 

76 

106 

Springs 

Barrington  ... 

...  131 

— 

no 

Springs 

contd.  overleaf 
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Water  Resources  etc.,  contd. 


Chedworth 

199 

— 

50 

Springs  & Wells 

Compton  Abdale 

31 

— 

16 

Springs 

Coin  St.  Aldwyn  ... 

84 

— 

84 

River  (filtered) 

Coin  St.  Dennis  ... 

74 

41 

33 

Springs 

Dowdeswell 

102 

— 

81 

Springs 

Eastington 

63 

— 

40 

Springs 

Eastleach  

112 

— 

80 

Springs 

Farmington 

46 

— 

30 

Springs 

Haselton  

46 

12  & 1 farm 

33 

Springs 

Hampnett  ... 

30 

— 

15 

Springs 

Northleach 

231 

Own  supply 

— 

Springs 

Notgrove  

39 

10  & bulk  supply  29 

Springs 

Sevenhampton 

105 

72  & 3 farms 

23 

Springs 

Sherborne  

134 

— 

58 

Springs 

Southrop  

68 

— 

30 

Springs 

Shipton  

81 

42  & 4 farms 

20 

Springs 

Turkdean  ... 

39 

— 

27 

Springs 

Withington 

157 

Private  supply 

157 

Springs 

Whittington 

57 

7 

43 

Springs 

Windrush 

50 

— 

25 

Springs 

Winson  

28 

6 

15 

Springs 

Yan  worth 

25 

Private  supply 

25 

Springs 

Water  Samples 

During  the  year  four  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  for  examination,  with  the  following 
results : — 


Parish 

No.  of 
samples 

Satis- 

factory 

Fairly 

satis. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Farmington  ... 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Turkdean 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Shipton 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Unsatisfactory  supplies  were  investigated  and  recommen- 
dations made  for  improvement. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

The  Northleach  Sewerage  scheme  continues  to  work  satis- 
factorily and  to  the  end  of  the  year  195  properties  have  been 
connected,  out  of  a total  of  245. 
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Small  mechanical  sewerage  plants  serving  Council  houses 
are  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Dowdeswell,  Bibury,  Sherborne, 
Withington,  Turkdean,  Court  Fields  Northleach  and  the 
camp  sites  at  Windrush,  Bibury  and  Stowell  Park. 

The  Andoversford  plant  gives  constant  trouble  and  the 
ditch  taking  the  effluent  gets  water-logged  so  that  the  effluent 
does  not  get  away  properly.  It  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  for 
Andoversford  will  be  put  into  operation  without  delay  so 
that  the  present  small  works  can  be  closed. 

The  effluents  from  these  small  plants  are  generally  not  as 
satisfactory  as  one  would  like  and  this  appears  to  be  mainly 
due  to  the  household  use  of  detergents. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  empty  all  effluent 
tanks  every  6 months. 


Refuse  Collection 

Collection  is  fortnightly  with  the  exception  of  Northleach, 
which  has  a weekly  collection.  The  area  covered  is  approxi- 
mately 118  square  miles  with  a weekly  mileage  of  approxi- 
mately 220  miles.  Collection  is  by  direct  labour  employing 
two  men  and  using  one  ten  cubic  yard  refuse  collector. 

Salvage  Collection  (Waste  Paper) 

The  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  and  disposed  of 
during  the  year  was  17tons  16cwts,  the  value  of  such  paper 
being  £77-5-0.  This  is  collected  by  the  refuse  men  on  their 
rounds  and  disposed  of  to  the  paper  merchants. 


River  Pollution 

The  Thames  Conservancy  Inspectors  made  frequent 
visits  to  the  rivers  and  streams  under  their  jurisdiction  in  the 
area,  but  no  complaints  were  received.  The  effluent  at  ^ 

Andoversford  causes  most  worry  in  this  respect,  as  already  ^ 

mentioned.  • 
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Inspections 


During  the  year  the  following  inspections  were  carried  out: — 


Premises 

No.  on 
register 

Number 

inspected 

Total  number 
of  inspections 

Butchers  premises 

5 

5 

84 

Dairies  & Cowsheds 

17 

17 

17 

Bakehouses 

5 

5 

17 

Food  Shops  & Cafes 

37 

37 

no 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  Raw  Milk  Regulations  1949. 

One  dealer  holds  a licence  under  the  above  Act  to  retail 
milk  in  the  district. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  17  premises  registered  under  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act  1938  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  including  one  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuff  was  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

13-lb  tin  boneless  ham 
50-lb  English  beef 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  four  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
the  two  furthest  being  17  miles  apart.  Only  one  slaughter- 
house is  regularly  used,  the  killing  takes  place  on  3 days  each 
week.  Inspections  are  carried  out  as  often  as  possible. 

During  the  year  the  following  animals  were  inspected: — 

Beasts  Sheep  Pigs 

45  116  39 

There  are  five  licenced  slaughtermen  in  the  district. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  (Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1 949) 

One  full  time  operator  is  employed  for  the  inspection  of 
premises  and  destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  The  area  is  fairly 
free  from  pests.  Help  and  advice  is  also  afforded  to  people 
who  undertake  the  treatment  of  their  own  premises. 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  and  treatments 
were  carried  out:— 


Type  of  premises 


Inspections  Treatments 


Private  premises 
Business  premises 
Farms 

Refuse  Tips  (6) 
Council  property 


Ml  5 

26 

225 

18 

604 

21 

234 

31 

43 

12 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act  1928 

There  are  70  premises  licenced  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit.  All  new  installations  are  inspected  before  a licence  is 
issued. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  Health 
(including  inspections  made  by  the  sanitary  Inspector). 


PREMISES 

No.  on 
register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

52 

52 

ii.  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

iii.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-worker’s  premises) 

TOTAL 

52 

52 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found — Nil. 
Out-work  (Sections  110  & 111) — Nil. 


ce 
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Housing 

A survey  of  sub-standard  property  shows  that  no  areas 
exist  whieh  will  necessitate  making  clearance  orders.  A 
comprehensive  survey  of  all  remaining  property  classified  in 
the  low  categories  during  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  is  being 
carried  out  and  it  is  hoped  to  deal  with  individual  sub-standard 
properties  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act  1949.  This 
seems  to  be  the  best  method  of  tackling  the  problem  where 
stone  built  houses  are  concerned  which  are  still  structurally 
sound  and  are  suitably  situated.  By  this  means  a good  house 
with  a long  life  is  obtained  and  the  character  of  the  villages 
is  preserved. 

Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
Section  20. 

During  the  year  42  applications  were  received  for  grants 
involving  61  properties  of  which  5 were  for  conversions. 
The  total  number  of  houses  completed  was  51.  Since  the  act 
was  first  administered  in  1949  there  have  been  117  applications 
involving  194  properties. 

Council  Houses 

During  the  year  33  Council  houses  were  completed  as 
follows: — Northleach  18;  Bibury  10;  Sherborne  5. 

The  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority 


is  210,  as  follows: — 
Aldsworth  

8 

Sherbourne 

12 

Bibury  

18 

Sevenhampton  

6 

Chedworth 

16 

Southrop 

4 

Compton  Abdale 

4 

Turkdean 

6 

Dowdeswell  

22 

Whittington 

4 

Northleach  

72 

Withington  (including  Clock 

Not  grove 

6 

House  Sq.) 

32 

Camp  Sites  (Controlled 

by  the  Local  Authority) 

Windrush  Camp 

15  families 

Whittington  Court  Camp 

15  „ 

Chedworth 

2 „ 

Stowell  Park 

... 

25 

Court  Field,  Northleach 

6 

Bibury  Camp 

• . • 

5 „ 
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Housing  Complaints  under  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts. 

During  the  year  23  complaints  were  received.  These 
were  remedied  after  informal  notices  to  the  persons  concerned. 


Private  Enterprise  Building 

During  the  year  4 houses  were  completed  by  private 
enterprise  as  follows: — Coin  St.  Dennis  1;  Cold  Aston  1; 
Foxcote  1 ; Brockhampton  1 ; 

Building  Byelaws 

159  plans  were  submitted  for  consideration  during  the 
year  made  up  as  follows: — 


Private  houses  9 

„ Bungalows  ...  5 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  8 

Additions  & Alterations  ...  71 

Private  garages  14 

Agricultural  buildings  ...  16 

Miscellaneous  36 


Camp  Sites 

There  are  two  private  camping  sites  in  the  area,  both  at 
Cold  Aston.  Six  licences  were  also  issued  to  station  a caravan 
on  a particular  site. 


fiC 
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Tetbury  Rural  District  Council 


STAFF 

Dr.  W.  Davidson-Lamb,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (to  31st  May,  1955) 

Dr.  W.  A.  Knox,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (from  1st  June,  1955) 

Mr.  J.  Gibbons,  Cert.R.S.L,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building 
Surveyor. 

Mr.  D.  F.  Roseblade,  General  Assistant. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  31,799 

Population  (1951  census)  6,605 

Population  (Registrar  General  1955)  7,010 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951  census)  1,816 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955)  1,996 

Rateable  Value  £32,667 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £133 


RAINFALL 

The  rainfall  for  1955  was  26.0  inches  as  compared  with 
42.09  inches  for  1954  thus  showing  a decrease  of  16.09  inches. 
The  average  rainfall  for  the  area  in  the  years  1881 — 1915  was 
32  inches. 

The  figure  can  be  taken  as  representative  of  the  country 
within  a radius  of  5 miles  from  Tetbury. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

68 

51 

119 

Legitimate  

65 

49 

114 

Illegitimate  

3 

2 

5 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  16.97 

Comparable  birth  rate  {comparability  faetor  1.11)  18.83 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  {England  and  Wales)  15.0 

Still  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

2 

1 

3 

Legitimate  

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate  



- 

- 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  population 

0.42 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000 

live  and  still  births  24.59 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  {England  and  Wales) 

23.2 

DEATHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

43 

37 

80 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  11.41 

Comparable  death  rate  {comparability  faetor  0.91)  10.38 

Death  rate  per  1,000  {England  and  Wales)  11.7 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth:  Nil 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 

year  of  age: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

3 

- 

3 

Legitimate  

3 

- 

3 

Illegitimate  



- 

- 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

4 weeks  of  age: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  

2 

- 

2 

Legitimate  

2 

- 

2 

Illegitimate  



- 

- 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 

year  per  1,000  live  births  25.21 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 

year  per  1,000  live  births  {England  & 

Wales)  24.9  of 

Average  age  of  death  due  to  Natural  Causes  73.31  years  i-^ 


45 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955 


DISEASE 

Male 

Female  Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

2 

— 

2 

,,  „ uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

1 

1 

neoplasms 

3 

4 

7 

Diabetes  

2 

— 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

11 

20 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

3 

7 

10 

Other  heart  disease  

4 

2 

6 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  

7 

1 

8 

Bronchitis  

3 

— 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  

1 

2 

3 

Suicide  ... 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

43 

37 

80 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

DISEASE 

Total 

Admitted  to 

notifications 

hospital 

Whooping  cough 

2 

- 

Poliomy litis  (non-paralytic)  

1 

1 

Dysentry  

1 

1 

Measles  

53 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

Food  poisoning  

8 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks: 


Total  number  of  outbreaks 

Number  of  cases 

Number  of  deaths 
Organisms  responsible 
Foods  involved  


1 

13 

Nil 

Salmonella  typhimurium. 
Cream  cakes  and  pastries 
(origin  in  another  area). 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification  of  new  cases 

Respiratory 

Non  Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non 

respiratory 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

All  the 

new  cases  were 

treated  in  hospital. 

In  addition  to  the  new  cases  there  were  2 transfers  from  other 
areas. 

Number  remaining  on  register  at  end  of  year. 

Respiratory  Non  respiratory 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 

23  7 30  3 2 5 

No  tuberculous  patients  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course  of 
injections  for  protection  against  diphtheria  during  1955  was 
as  follows: — 

Under  1 yr  1 yr  2-4  yrs  5-14  yrs  Total 
9 (4)  35  (23)  4 (1)  16  (1)  64  (29) 

The  numbers  in  brackets  (included  in  total)  indicate 
the  number  of  children  who  had  combined  protection  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 

Also  during  the  year  147  children  under  15  years  of  age 
received  a maintenance  or  reinforcing  dose  of  diphtheria 
prophylactic. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

The  number  who  were  vaccinated  during  1955  was  as 
lollows: — 

Under  1 yr  1 yr  2-4  yrs  5-14  yrs  15  yrs  Total 

& over 

Vaccinated  30  2 2 1 2 37 

Revaccinated  — — — 3 — 3 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47.  Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  cases  arose  during  the  year  calling  for  action  under 
this  Act. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Water  Supplies 

Tetbury  and  Tetbury  Upton.  The  supply  to  these  parishes 
has  been  maintained  during  the  year.  Some  43  million 
gallons  of  water  were  pumped  from  the  two  boreholes  at  the 
Tetbury  Waterworks.  34  million  gallons  were  supplied  to 
Tetbury,  Twelve  Acres  and  Doughton,  giving  an  average 
daily  consumption  of  92,000  gallons,  equal  to  32  gallons  per 
head  of  the  population.  The  remaining  9 million  gallons 
were  pumped  to  the  Babdown  reservoir  in  the  parish  of 
Beverstone,  including  the  Polish  Hostel,  and  Calcot  in  the 
parish  of  Kingscote.  The  average  daily  eonsumption  of  the 
Polish  Hostel  was  14,000,  whilst  the  other  supplies  accounted 
for  an  average  daily  consumption  of  12,000  gallons 

New  connections  to  the  Council’s  mains  amounted  to  14 
during  the  year. 

23  samples  were  taken  from  the  boreholes  and  supply 
mains  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Avening  and  Cherington.  These  parishes  are  supplied  by  the 
Stroud  Water  Board  and  6 new  connections  were  made  to 
the  mains  during  the  year. 

Leighterton.  The  scheme  for  a supply  to  this  parish  by  the 
West  Glos.  Water  Co.  from  Didmarton  was  completed  during 
the  year.  Some  44  connections  to  the  new  mains  have  been 
made  during  the  year. 

Kingscote.  Investigations  are  still  continuing  regarding  the 
existing  supplies  in  ths  parish. 

Remaining  Parishes.  The  supply  in  these  parishes  remains 
unehanged.  During  the  year  619  inspections  were  made  and 
25  samples  were  taken  for  analysis. 
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Sewage  and  Drainage 

Tetbury.  New  connections  to  the  Council’s  sewers  in  this 
parish  amounted  to  11  during  the  year. 

The  Council,  in  conjunction  with  the  Glos.  County 
Council  and  Messrs.  Holborow  & Son,  Ltd.,  laid  a new 
surface  water  sewer  2'0"  in  diameter  from  London  Road 
to  the  Cattle  Market.  The  scheme  will  permit  the  develop- 
ment of  land  adjoining  the  London  R.oad  by  making  adequate 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  sufrace  water. 

Averting.  The  contractors  completed  the  installation  of  the 
new  sewage  scheme  for  this  parish  during  the  year.  Progress 
was  very  slow  and  the  consulting  engineers  have  experienced 
great  difficulty  in  arranging  with  the  contractors  to  carry  out 
remedial  works.  Some  97  connections  were  made  to  the  new 
sewer  during  the  year. 

Cherington.  The  contractors  commended  the  extension  of  the 
Avening  Sewage  Scheme  to  Cherington  Village  during  the 
year. 

Tetbury  Upton.  The  laying  of  a sewer  extension  from  Tetbury 
to  serve  the  Twelve  Acres  area  was  completed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  398  inspections  were  made  in  connection 
with  sewage  and  drainage. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  Council  collect  house  refuse  from  all  the  13  parishes 
weekly  and  the  scheme  is  working  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  some  22  tons  of  waste  paper  valued  at 
approximately  £179  were  collected. 

175  inspections  were  carried  out  in  connection  with 
public  cleansing. 

River  Pollution 

The  only  case  reported  during  the  year  was  from  the 
Bristol  Avon  River  Board  in  respect  of  the  effiuent  from 
Tetbury  sewage  disposal  works.  The  Council’s  consulting 
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engineers  are  still  making  the  necessary  investigations  to  enable 
them  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  modernisation  of  the  works 
and  so  prevent  river  pollution. 

Housing 

During  the  year  103  inspections  were  made  in  connection 
with  dwelling  houses  and  37  informal  notices  were  served 
under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 

Council  Houses 

During  the  year  6 council  houses  were  completed  at 
Avening. 

The  Council  now  have  315  houses,  223  of  which  have 
been  built  post-war.  This  is  a revised  figure  which  excludes 
temporary  dwellings. 

Further  land  was  aquired  in  Lowfield  Road,  Tetbury  and 
tenders  accepted  for  a further  20  new  traditional  houses 
and  flats  for  this  site.  Work  was  commenced  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

The  Council  are  negotiating  with  the  owner  of  Court 
Field,  Tetbury  with  a view  to  aquiring  land  for  future  housing. 

In  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  council  houses 
613  inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year 

All  the  temporary  dwellings  at  Long  Newnton  were 
disposed  of  during  the  year.  13  families  are  still  housed  in 
temporary  dwellings  at  Beverstone. 

During  the  year  105  inspections  were  made  in  connection 
with  the  maintenance  of  these  dwellings  together  with  the 
maintenance  and  operation  of  the  water  supply  and  drainage 
services. 

New  Buildings 

Plans  submitted  for  approval  under  the  Council’s 
building  byelaws  amounted  to  89  during  the  year,  including 
13  new  dwellings,  4 conversions,  34  alterations  and  additions 
and  38  miscellaneous. 

Some  418  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  new 
building  works. 

Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949 

During  the  year  21  applications  for  grants  under  this 
Act  were  approved  by  the  Council.  The  average  amount  of 
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grant  paid  per  house  was  £285.  Some  14  certificates  of 
Completion  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  1949 

The  number  of  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year 
mounted  to  20  and  inspections  53.  Systematic  treatment  of 
the  Council’s  refuse  tips,  sewers  etc.,  was  carried  out. 

Meat,  Milk  and  other  Foods 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district. 
There  are  72  food  premises  in  the  district,  of  the  following 
types : — 

6 Cafes 

24  Grocery  Shops 
10  Confectionery  Shops 

2 Greengrocery  Shops 

3 Butchers  Shops 
3 Bakers  Shops 

1 Fried  Fish  Shop 
1 Dairy 

22  Public  Houses 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 


Regulations  are  as  follows: — 

Premises  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream 20 

Premises  for  manufacture  of  preserved  foods  ...  3 

Dairy  premises  1 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  premises  ...  29 

Number  of  inspections  of  other  food  premises  ...  38 

Number  of  Milk  samples  taken  Nil 


The  following  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption: — 

15  lbs.  cheese 

28i  lbs.  pork  sausages 

8 lbs.  butter 

3i  stone  herrings 

13  tins  fish 

31  tins  vegetables 

17  tins  fruit 

17  tins  meat 

3 tins  milk 

2 tins  soup 
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Inspections  and  Visits  carried  out  during  the  year 


House  refuse  and  salvage  collection  175 

Public  Health  inspections  405 

Sewerage  and  drainage 398 

Council  house  repair  and  maintenance  613 

Temporary  housing  105 

Building 418 

Water  supply  619 

Housing  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  103 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  67 
Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Pests  53 

Miscellaneous 69 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  5937  and  1948 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises 

No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

register 

tions 

notices 

prosecuted 

i.  Factories  in  which  Section  1 , 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

3 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

ii.  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  ... 

23 

30 

3 

Nil 

iii.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 

tion  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-  workers  premises)  ... 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil- 

TOTAL 

28 

38 

3 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found : 3 
Number  of  out-workers:  Nil. 


52 


